The evolution of science in the 20" century: from gquarks to climate change

The 20" century saw some startling advances in our understanding of the natural world, from
the discovery of quarks to the ‘big bang’ model of the evolution of the universe. We will
consider the changing nature of the practice of science in modern times, from the growing
level of complexity in fundamental theories to the emergence of large-scale collaborative
experiments such as the Large Hadron Collider. We will also consider changes in the purpose
and funding of modern science, from the Manhattan project to today’s search for efficient
nanomaterials. Finally, we will consider the recent rise of scepticism about science,
particularly in areas such as medicine and climate science.
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